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Growing Dicciplec who make a Difference
News from Your First United Methodist Church Family

Celebrating Advent and the Christinas Season

Hanging of the Greens: Join us as we decorate our church on Nov. 30 and prepare our
hearts for the beginning of the Advent Season. We will adorn the Sanctuary in the 9:30
a.m. service and decorate the MMC Gym during Thrive Worship at 11 a.m.

Christmas Parade on Dec. 5: Come watch the Richmond Christmas Parade from the
front church steps at 6:30 p.m.. Sing carols! Snack on popcorn and hot apple cider!

Christmas Tea on Dec. 6: Richmond FUMC United Women in Faith/Women’s Ministry
invite everyone to a joyous afternoon tea beginning at 2 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6. Please
let Kathy Combs (kscombs@hotmail.com) know now if you would like to host one of

the tables of eight. Tickets are now available.

Christmas Sweater Contest on Dec. 7: Come to the 11 a.m.
Thrive service in the MMC wearing your best, ugliest,
prettiest sweater and join the contest.

Unity Sunday & December Birthday Celebration on

Dec. 14: Service begins at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary with
December birthday celebration afterwards in Fellowship
Hall.

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24

Familg Service at 5 p.m.; Candlelight Service at 11 p.mm.
Join one or both services in the sanctuary.

December Birthdays

Elizabeth Bendure: 2nd
Diana Botner: 5th

Ellen Thomas: 8th
William Ridgley: 10th
Dave Thomas: 10th
Morris Thompson: 11th
Terri Killin: 12th
Richard Bendure: 22nd
Teresa Lowe: 22nd
Benjamin Taylor: 22nd
Carol West 24th
Courtney Kleppinger: 24th
Patrick Ridgley: 26th
JoNelda Cole: 28th
David Rice: 28th

Bobby Botner: 29th




Ministry Spotlight:
Amanda Bonner, Minister to
Youth and Children

Meet Amanda Bonner, our awesome Youth and
Children’s Minister, and learn about her path to
ministry.

As a diehard Auburn fan, she was surprised when
her cross-country scholarship led her to the
University of West Alabama, where she earned her
bachelor’s degree in Exercise Science. There, her
faith journey went from “10 mph to about 150.”

She became involved in many campus ministries, including the Wesley Foundation, and
learned from her role model the Rev. Cherie Meadows, who taught her in ways “that
allowed my heart to search for so much more.” She also met her future husband Joel.
Together they spent eight summers working at Camp Tekoa in North Carolina.

The faith tradition she was raised in led her to believe ministry was not an option for
her. Nonetheless, outside a camp cabin, she heard the call: “You can be a Minister; it
doesn’t have to be someone else. You can do it.”

She and Joel began discernment and studied at Asbury Theological Seminary. She
earned a Masters of Arts in Youth Ministry. Sharing a passion for camp ministry, they
worked at Aldersgate in Ravenna and began to attend Richmond First UMC.

She prayed again for discernment when the Children’s Ministry position opened, and
God provided her with clear signs that this was a job she needed to take. Biblical stories
about Jesus’ ministry with children, particularly the feeding of the 5,000, have shaped
how she sees her work: “These verses remind me that children and youth are not the
future of our church. They are the ‘now.””

That belief extends to her home. Amanda and Joel are the proud parents of a 8 year old,
Bayley. Additionally, they are registered foster parents, helping when needed.

Sundays:
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

First United Methodist Church 11 a.m. Thrive (MMC Gym)
4,01 West Main Street 12 p.m. Lunch

Wednesday Night Live:
5:30 p.m. Family Dinner (MMC Gym)
6:15 p.m. Class for Children, Youth, & Adults

Join your family at:

Richmond , KY 40475
Phone: (859) 623-3580
office@richmondfumc.org




Volunteers
Needed

Van Drivers & Helpers
for Grocery Delivery
Ministry

New drivers are needed to
qualify soon. Contact: Jane
Yerace in the church office
(859-623-3850); Dave
Purvis, current regular
driver (859-619-5246); or
Jo Lynn Linville,
loader/helper (817-271-
3941).

Greeters, Sound Tech
for First Service &
Thrive

Contact the Church Office to
be directed to the right
coordinator.

Help decorate our trees
with mittens, gloves

scarfs, hats and socks
for all ages

Collecting thru Sunday, Dec. 21.
Trees in Sanctuary Bldg. and MMC
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The office will be closed Dec. 24 and reopen Jan. 5




Opportunities to Grow in the New Year

The New Year brings new opportunities to learn
and grow in your faith. Be on lookout in January for
new classes and even new ministries.

Interested in becoming a church member? Pastor
Eric Espada wants to begin a new member class so
that you may make connections and find your place
at Richmond First UMC. Contact the church office
to learn more.

Keep your Stewardship Pledge with Pushpay
E L | E Winter weather sometimes keeps the hardiest of church

members away from worship services. Offerings tend to drop on
snowy and icy Sundays. You can still keep your promised pledge
through Pushpay, even if you are unable to put your gift in the
offering plate. Link through this QR code or visit the church
website. You may want to consider using Pushpay to make
scheduled donations or special gifts. Thank you for supporting
your church family. You are a gift from God.
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THE CHOSEN

Come watch The Chosen Season 5 together beginning Sunday, Jan. 11. Meet at 2 p.m.
each Sunday in the Parlor, located next to the sanctuary choir room. This season tells
the stories of Holy Week through the Last Supper. This viewing group will follow a
weekly rotation with an episode, aftershow discussions with staff and actors, and when
available, Bible roundtables with writers and scholars from different faiths. All are
welcome and it is easy to catch up if you have not seen the first 4 seasons yet. For more
information contact Jo Lynn Linville at 817-271-3941 (text) or

jolinville476 @gmail.com.



Pastor’s Christmas Message <.

Dear Church Family: Christmas Greetings!

What a beautiful season of growth and seeing God’s
amazing glory. In my first six months here, I lift my
hands and declare, “Surely, the hand of God is with us!”
By faith, we have seen God’s hand through challenges
that have given us opportunities to trust God more.

Through your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness, you have shown much love
for one another through your stewardship and love by focusing on our Mission: Making
Disciples who make a Difference.

Do you see what I see? I see you here for worship, Wednesday night meals, Bible studies,
devotional quilting, Sunday school, Sharing Ministry, feeding and delivering food to the
community, Children’s Fall Festival, Men’s Ministry, United Women in Faith, youth
programs, choir, praise band, communion, and the beautification and care of our church
campus. Thanks to you, we truly are Richmond’s First UMC.

With this said, I know it can be hard to see all the good when life feels overwhelming in a
broken world, but this Christmas season reminds us of something very important: “The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5)

Friends, there are many reasons to be grateful and hopeful because of our faith in God.
He has helped us and will continue to help us through “every” challenge, so I want to
remind you:

* WE are CHRISTMAS PEOPLE.

» JESUS is present in every act of love and kindness we show.

* GOD goes beyond all barriers that the world might create and renews us by giving us
strength in difficult times of trouble.

I am honored to be your pastor, and feel so blessed to walk this journey with you. Please
know my prayers are always with you.

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the
Christ child. In the name of the almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, may He bless
you now and forever. Amen.

Grace and Kindness,
Pastor Rev. Eric Espada



